
 

 

Secondary FOBISSEA Friendly Games 
 
Our Secondary school has had a real buzz about it all week 
after the return of our very successful Secondary FOBISSEA 
team from the U13s and U15s games in Penang.  
 
I think these games again symbolise the development that our 
Secondary School has gone through over the last four years. 
We are still one of the smallest schools in the FOBISSEA 
organisation—especially in terms of secondary student 
numbers. However, size is no indication of quality. Our results 
(detailed further on in this issue), very much like last years 
IGCSE results, clearly speak for themselves. 
 
One very proud moment for me last week, was when I 
received a phone call from the Headteacher overseeing the 
organisation of the games. He felt the need to ring me 
personally, to tell me what wonderful students and staff we 
have. He said they took the games by storm, not only by 
winning so many medals, but by the number of friends they 
made and the way in which they showed the true spirit of 
sportsmanship. What more can we ask for? 
 
External Inspection - WES/Cfbt 
 
As part of the school’s ongoing commitment to ensure we 
continue to develop and meet the highest standards, we again 
had a visit from WES/CfBT this week. Three UK Inspectors 
were in school to look over our preparations for their 
accreditation visit. The feedback was once again very positive 
and we look forward to their next visit in early May. 
 
Library Phase 1 
 
Over the Songkran holidays we will see the builders return to 
school, to start work on phase 1 of our library building. The 
building is scheduled for completion in late July and will be 
open for the start of the next academic year in August. It will 
be a two story building located in the centre of school. As well 
as hosting the library it will also have two additional 
classrooms, which will be needed for next year. 

 
 
Science and Maths Week 
 
As you read this, the school will be 
involved in our Science and Maths 
week. As part of this, the school will 
launch a recycling campaign, which I 
hope you will all be able to support! 
 
Songkran celebrations 
 
On the last day of term the students 
will take part in many Songkran 
activities. As this will be the last 
edition of Thai bytes this term, I 
would like to wish everybody a safe 
and relaxing Songkran holiday. 
 
Andy Harrison, Headteacher 
aharrison@standrews-schools.com  
  
    

Message from the Head of School 
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www.standrews-schools.com  

30th March—3rd April Science and Maths Week 

6th April School closed 
Chakri Day 

10th April End of term 2 

28th April Start of term 3 

4th May School closed 
(compensation labour day) 

4-5th June School closed—half term 

3rd July End of term 3—1pm finish 

8th May School closed 
Visaka Bucha Day 

 

Special dates to remember 
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In the photograph, from left to right, we have: Cindy, Tevin, JoJo, Mr. Langston, Bryan (front), Yan, Heiko, Misty 
(back), Yvonne, Samantha, Jay and Genien.  
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The Dek Dee Early Learning Centre will be opening its doors to some of the poorest 2 to 4 year olds in the Ban 
Chang area next month. Providing child care and education, the centre has liaised with the Ban Chang hospital to 
identify families most in need. The centre will double up as a clinic for the area during weekends, and the Manager, 
K. Porn, hopes to be able to offer activities as diverse as adult literacy and healthcare for the elderly. 
 
St Andrews has been involved in some of the initial building work, as you can see from the photos. Last Saturday, 
our IB students were supported by friends from Year 11 and Year 10 in their efforts to plant trees, paint playground 
equipment and lay concrete for the pavement area outside the centre. We will return to complete the painting and 
landscaping over the next few weeks. 
 
Future plans involve the building of a two storey canteen/teacher accommodation block – if you are able to support 

either financially or through provision of materials, please contact me at school. (slangston@standrews-schools.com)  

The St Andrews Gymnastics Team went to Bangkok last weekend to 
compete in their first gymnastics competition.  Jessica, Bella and Jor-
dan make up the St Andrews Gymnastics team and the girls were 
brilliant. They were not intimidated by the equipment or the other 
gymnasts. They did their routines as they had done in practice and 
were not shaken by the fact that they had never been on a beam, 
bars, spring floor or a proper vault before.  
 
There were teams from Bangkok Patana, NIST, Shrewsbury, ISB, 
Jakarta, the Philippines and Singapore.  Although the girls were dis-
heartened by not winning any awards the amount of experience they 
received is immeasurable. Most of the other children had been train-
ing for many years in top class facilities and it showed.  Our girls were 
the least experienced, and it was the smallest team, but it was defi-
nitely the team with the best team spirit.  Many thanks to their coach 
Chip, who has been teaching the girls for about one year and who 
supported them during the competition. 
 
If anyone is interested in learning gymnastics please email:  
chipinbangkok@hotmail.com  
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The U13 and U15 girls were very successful in the FOBISSEA Penang 2009. On the first day we had basketball 
games. Both teams came in first place and got the shining gold medals.  In every game, we found ourselves behind 
the score board in the first half but we never gave up, always kept on trying. At the end we were leading and won 
every game. In football, the girls came in second place. The attackers tried so hard at scoring we had many chances 
but we were just so unlucky that the ball barely went into the goal. However, our defenders and goal keepers were 
very strong, they didn’t let any ball pass them. Everyone did really well and at the end we won 1 game and drew 3 
games.  We were all so proud with ourselves and that we played as a team and with sportsmanship. 

Felicia, Year 10 

This was my second time in Penang for FOBISSEA and it was nice to be back there. It was pretty awesome when 
we walked through the airport as everyone was staring at us in our blue St. Andrews shirts and it made me proud to 
be wearing it. The first day we were there we played football. We got off to a slow start with a 1-1 draw with St. 
John’s but after that we picked up our game and won every match to finish first with gold. We played spectacularly 
well together and no one could hold us off. Later in the day it was time for swimming. I was very nervous when I did 
my first swimming event but after that everything came easy. Everyone did really well and we completely dominated 
the swimming.  
 
On the second day we played basketball. Yet again we got off to a slow start but this time we lost our first game. Af-
ter being shaken up by our loss we went on to win our next two games with ease. Against KTJ it came down to the 
final seconds where they made two free throws to escape with a draw in a game that we should have won. It came 
down to the last game against Seoul which decided which place we would finish. Everyone played outstanding for 
their final game of the day and embarrassed Seoul 34-4. We finished second in the end but I know we could have 
won all our games.  
 
On the last day it was athletics and the rain was pouring down. We had to wait for about an hour before the rain 
stopped and the games could begin. We started off with all the track events and later in the day did the field events. 
It was very hot during the afternoon but that didn’t stop anyone. It was a very tough day for a lot of people as we 
were beginning to become very tired. We had people competing in all of the events that took place and it was be-
tween us and Seoul to see who had the most medals. Overall we had the most medals and it made it clear for every-
one that we were the team to beat. It was a great experience for me to compete in these games but sadly this is my 
last year. I enjoyed every moment of the trip from going on the bus to the airport to coming back home. I also want to 
thank Mr. Williams, Ms. Taylor and Mr. Holloway for looking after us and coaching us. The main person I want to 
thank is Mr. LeMantia as he was the man who organised everything and if it wasn’t for him we wouldn’t have this 
amazing FOBISSEA games.  

James Popp, Year 10 


