
 

 

Successful WES/CfBT Accreditation— ‘2 STAR AWARD’ 
In a recent edition of Thai Bytes, I mentioned that the school had received its 
accreditation visit from WES/CfBT and Sor Mor Sor. Now, I can officially announce 
that not only did the school gain accreditation but we have also been awarded a new 
higher 2 Star accreditation grade. We are the first school in Thailand to receive this 
higher grade accreditation. Our next target is to go for the highest 3 star grade but this 
will take us a number of years to achieve, as a strong, sustained track record of 
excellence is required. As a school we should be immensely proud of this award. I 
would like to publically thank our teaching staff who have made this happen both 
present and past. This has been a four year journey, with five previous visits to reach 
this level. 
 
Sad Farewells 
As this is the last edition of Thai bytes for this academic year, it is time to say good 
bye and wish people the best for the future. So, to all those students and their 
families, who are moving onto new adventures - good luck, have fun, stay in touch 
and thank you for being part of our community! 
 
This year we say good bye to the smallest number of teachers ever. Just five teachers 
will be leaving us. All have made a very special contribution in their own way. This has 
extended far beyond their work in the classroom or sports field. Mr Ghasseb, Mr 
Stone and Ms Deutscher are all returning to their native Australia. Ms Charlotte is 
moving to Bangkok and joining St Stephens International school. Mr Hyde is leaving 
to spend a year professionally snowboarding, but we hope to see him return to St 
Andrews in August 2010. To all five of you thank you for everything, you will be dearly 
missed. We are also saying good bye to Karen Crooke our Primary Head. Karen has 
done an incredible job in guiding and shaping our Primary school. I know many 
teachers have gained a great deal from her leadership and the students and myself 
will miss you. 
 
Primary FOBISSEA games 
The FOBISSEA games are always special but holding one in Disneyland in Hong 
Kong is amazing, as were the performances that our students put in. It was great to 
hear their stories, see their smiles and count the medals when I met them on their 
return at the airport. There were some very tired students and none of the parents or 
teachers had voices left! My thanks goes to all involved in this trip – once again St 
Andrews is being talked about in the FOBISSEA region for their friendship, 
sportsmanship and sporting ability! 
 
Trees 
Unfortunately, after much deliberation we had to make the decision to remove a large 
number of trees from our car park area this week. All were diseased and had become 
unsafe. This was clearly evident during a recent storm, when one tree fell and caused 
considerable damage to a teacher’s new car! Safety has to be our biggest concern but 
please rest assured, we will of course replace these trees and maintain our superb 
environment. 
 
PTG/Sports Committee 
I would like to thank the PTG for another excellent end of year party—with the added 
edition of some excellent singing and dancing, all who attended had a great time. That 
wraps up another excellent year and we thank you for your efforts. The Parents 
Sports Committee must also be congratulated for their efforts this year. Your help is 
so valuable and appreciated! 

 
So, after yet another busy year, it is time 
to say thank you to all the students, our 
teaching and support staff and the 
parents. You are what makes St Andrews 
the special place it is. Enjoy the holiday, 
stay safe and we will see you again in late 
August. 
  
Andy Harrison, Headteacher 
aharrison@standrews-schools.com  

Message from the Head of School 
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www.standrews-schools.com  

3rd July End of term 3—1pm finish 

24th August Start of term 1 2009-2010 

21st Sept Staff Inset Day—school 
closed 

 

Special dates to remember 
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As part of our IB CAS programme at St Andrews we 
have established a working relationship with the Dek 
Dee Early Learning Centre in Banchang.  Our latest visit 
was on the 2nd of July. This was the first time we had 
seen the centre operational, as our previous visits had 
been about landscaping, painting and laying concrete! 
  
There were children from 2 years old to 4 years old. We 
interviewed some of the children, and they seemed very 
happy to be there. They said that it was great fun. As 
well as being great fun for the kids, the Centre allows 
some of the poorest parents in the area to work full 
time, while children are cared for and can learn in a safe 
and friendly environment. We played with the kids and 
everybody was having fun there. At the Dek Dee Centre 
there are 3 staff and 36 children. They learn some Eng-
lish, as well as Thai and maths. 
 
We donated a desktop computer and English children’s 
books. The Dek Dee center still needs help with educa-
tional materials, books (Thai or English) and toys. Re-
cently Khun Porn and the other teachers from Dek Dee 
were able to visit our Early Years section at St. An-
drews, to talk to the teachers and have a look at how 
the children’s education was organized. They said that 
they greatly enjoyed the visit and looked forward to our 
Early Years staff coming to see the Dek Dee Centre in 
operation. 
 
We hope to build on this work by having CAS students 
visit regularly, playing with the kids and helping them 
with their English.  We are also hoping to be involved in 
the next building phase, which should see a two storey 
block with a canteen downstairs and accommodation for 
teachers upstairs. If you are able to help with building 
materials or financial contributions, please contact our 
CAS Coordinator at school, Mr. Scott Langston 
(slangston@standrews-schools.com).  
 
We are also introducing a ‘sponsorship’ programme so 
that as many children as possible can have access to 
the centre. Although the ‘fees’ are only 25 baht a day, to 
cover meals and staffing, some families are unable to 
afford this. If you feel you would be able to sponsor a 
child for a week, a month, or the whole year, please 
contact Mr. Langston and he will provide you with fur-
ther details.  

Tevin and Heiko, Year 12 
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It is that time of year again when we wish those who are 

leaving us a fond farewell, knowing that we will try and 

keep in touch even though we are all very busy people. 

We wish these people good luck and a safe journey to 

where-ever they go and with their future endeavours. 

Of course as some members leave our community, oth-

ers arrive and so we say welcome to those who are ei-

ther moving to our school from other schools in the area 

or from afar! 

On a personal note, I wish everyone great things and 
many adventures. I have enjoyed my time here at St. 
Andrews and I move onto even more exciting adven-
tures! 

Karen Crooke, Head of Primary� 
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Paolo Zamparini Leah Lord 

Tyler Johnson Tristan Ortel 

Caitlyn Ortel Lonne van Doorne 

Matteo Zamparini Jade Parker 

Gabriel Pasini Dave Hyde 

Sara Zamparini Charlotte Daniels 

Ella van Doorne Philip Ghasseb 

Omale Eisenmenger Brett Stone 

Leo Lippert Melissa Deutscher 

Eva Greco Karen Crooke 

Linda Lim  

Grace Thawornwongkajorn Myles Wilkenson 

Sebastian La Mantia Liz Petras 

Alex Brent Frederique Hoffman 

Polla Nicklen Olivia Farnfield 

Tong Tam Suksawad Elizabeth Stuart 

Joseph McCloskey Carole Bancroft 

Jack Thompson Tracey Bennett 

Oscar Wilkenson Simon McCloskey 

Annita Twardzik Amanda McCloskey 

Toby Farnfield  
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The book fair at the end of last half term was a great success. The four companies who came along to show us their 
wares were, at times, swamped with visitors.  Most classes visited the fair and many of the children were able to en-
joy looking at, and in some cases buying, books of a fabulous variety.  Many parents also visited the fair at the end of 
each day and were able to buy some fabulous books at great prices. Thank you to everyone who visited the fair. The 
school was able to get more books for the library from the fair worth almost 30000 Baht, with almost 15000 Baht of 
that from commission. We would like to give special thanks to parents Khun Jerawan Livingston, Khun Boonlua 
Small, Khun Saowanee Promcharoen, Khun Bupha Harper, Khun Wilai Fosse and Khun Boonma Wagstaffe 
for their help with the fair; it wouldn’t have been possible without them. 
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Our first Early Years Art Exhibition was held on Friday 29th May. Plenty of mums, dads and some 
grand parents came to admire the beautiful art work made by the children from Nursery, Kinder-
garten, Reception and Year 1. Ms. Morris, our Secondary art teacher, was very impressed with 
what she saw and she even took photos of our displays!  

Thank you to all of our visitors for supporting and  
celebrating our children’s work. 

The Early Years Team. 
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Year 2 raised 24,200 Baht with a Sponsored Walk for the school in Ban Chark Mark. The money was used to buy 
new flooring, book shelves so they can set up book corners in their classrooms and some art and craft equipment for 
the children to enjoy. Khun BC helped us to buy everything and it was loaded onto the back of a pickup and deliv-
ered to the school for the beginning of the new school year. The teachers and children at the school were very happy 
with all the things that had been bought. The children in Year 2 were also pleased to see that the money that they 
raised has been put to good use in the village school that they visited. 

On Thursday 18th 
June I took seven 
boys to Bangkok 
for an evening U14 
5-side competition. 
We left school at 
3pm and arrived at 
the Arsenal Foot-
ball Academy in 
Bang Na, Bangkok 
at 5pm. We were 
competing against 

the best sports school in Bangkok and also taking on 
Arsenal who hand pick and coach the best U14s in 
Thailand. In our group we beat Arsenal B team 1-0, 
drew with Shrewsbury 1-1 and beat Ascot 1-0. We 
topped our group and so progressed to the semi final. 
We took on the Thai French School, Kaniad. In one of 
the finest performances I have ever seen from St An-
drews we dominated the game with great passing, tack-
ling and determination. We won 4-0, with two out-
standing goals from Jack (Ronaldo would have been 
proud of the finish) and John who scored from his own 
half. Even the Arsenal coaches told me that was an out-
standing performance by our team.  
 

In the final we took on Arsenal ‘A’, who are trained by 
Arsenal’s coaches three times a week and all weekend! 
In what was always going to be a tough game our boys 
acquitted themselves well, and we were unfortunate to 
go a goal down from some great passing play from Ar-
senal. We then dominated play and nearly equalised, 
but Arsenal broke away with a counter attack and 
scored a great goal. We finally 
lost 4-0, but all seven should be 
proud of their performances. In 
the last 2 seasons they have 
improved and have proven that 
they can now take on the best 
and beat the best, only finally 
stopped by the Premierships 
finest. I was so pleased and 
even more impressed at the fact 
that they were gutted to lose the 
final. We then got back to 
school at 11pm  
 
A big well done to Jack, Ryan, David, Tony, John, 
Sangjin and Min Hyuk who all played well, tried their 
best, had a great attitude and rose to the occasion. Bar-
celona bring it on!!! 

Mr Holloway        


