
 

 

I would like to start this edition of Thai bytes by offering my 
congratulations to the PTG on a fabulous ‘Mask Party’ last 
Friday night. The evening once again brought our 
community together and allowed us to enjoy each others 
company. The evening was incredibly well organised and 
everybody had a really good time. The bouncy castle, 
disco, best mask competition and fireworks were just some 
of the highlights for the students.  Events like these don’t 
just happen—there has been a group of volunteers meeting 
and planning the evening for many weeks and they should 
be proud of what they have achieved. 
 
Once again time seems to be flying by. This week we have 
seen our  Year 4 students return from their ‘outdoor pursuits 
trip’, Mr Wrightson is now away with students at the Model 
United Nations in Qatar and we seem to have sporting 
fixtures and activities virtually every night after school. 
 
As I have mentioned in previous editions of Thai Bytes we 
are now in the recruitment cycle for the next academic 
year—even though we are not quite halfway through this 
academic year. Last time I wrote, I said we had already 
employed two teachers, now it is four. So we are already 
well on the way and only have five positions left to fill. I 
hope to find some more excellent teachers next week, 
when I will be in London at an International Schools 
recruitment fair, with four hundred teachers looking for new 
schools.  
 
Of the teachers we have already hired for next year, the 
first couple I would like to introduce you to are Simon and 
Amanda McCloskey. Simon will join the school as a Primary 
teacher and Amanda will teach music in our Primary school. 
They have two boys who are both football fanatics! Both 
Amanda  and Simon have a wealth of experience having 
trained in the UK and then taught in the UK, Bangladesh, 
Tanzania and Malawi. 
 
 

A final note - I  have spoken to one 
or two parents recently who hadn’t 
realised that Monday 9th February is 
a Public Holiday and school will be 
closed for students. The school 
calendar, with important dates, for 
the year is available for you to check 
on our website. 

 

www.standrews-schools.com  
www.standrewsrayong.com  

 
Andy Harrison, Headteacher 
aharrison@standrews-schools.com  

Message from the Head of School 
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www.standrews-schools.com  

9th Feb Makabucha Day—School 
closed for students 

16th-20th Feb Half term break 
 

2nd-6th March Book Week 

18th March Parent Teacher conferences 

6th April Chakri Day—School closed 

10th April  End of term 2 

28th April Start of term 3 for students 

3rd Feb Year 3F Musical showcase 

2nd Feb Year 3G Musical showcase 

 

Special dates to remember 

Year 9 Trip to Khao Yai 

Reception Learning Journey 

New teachers for next year 
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For the third year running St Andrews are the only 
school from Thailand participating in the Georgetown 
University School of Foreign Service Model United Na-
tions Conference in Doha, Qatar. 
 
Becky and Jaz from Y9 along with Vanessa and Benji 
from Y10 are representing Canada at this year’s confer-
ence. They are in four separate committees (NATO, 
The World Health Organisation, Economic and Social 
Committee and the Special Political Committee) work-
ing on solving global issues with other students from all 
over the world.  
 
Benji is an old hand at the MUN, having participated last 
year; for the other three it’s a whole new learning ex-
perience. As diplomats they have to try to solve world 
issues whilst acting in role as representatives of the Ca-
nadian government. For a number of months they have 
researched Canada and its international relations and 
policies in preparation for the conference. Their task 
now is to work with complete strangers, many of them 
I.B. and University students, to write U.N. resolutions 
and then debate them in a public forum. 
 
Competition for places at the conference was fierce and 
25 schools that applied were turned down. Hopefully 
our students will do us proud and we wish them the best 
of luck. 

Mr Wrightson 

In Year 4 EAL we have been learning how to use 
speech marks in our writing, and how to re-tell a story. 
After learning new vocabulary about sun safety, then 
reading and discussing a story about ‘Sun Safe’ ani-
mals, the students had to re-tell the main ideas from the 
story using a dialogue. 
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SUN SAFETY 
 

After Anna and Sam met their friends, they 
went to the play ground. They had already 
slapped their sunscreen on, were wearing their 
T-shirt, had slapped on their hats, had checked 
the time, and the play ground was quite shady. 
 
Anna said to Sam, “come on! Let’s play hop-
scotch!” Just then Anna’s friend Ralphy came to 
play with them. But, he didn’t have a hat. So, 
Sam said to Ralphy, “Oh why aren’t you wear-
ing a hat! Today we learnt about sun safety with 
our animal friends. If you don’t wear your hat, 
you cannot protect yourself.” Then Sam gave 
him a hat. Ralphy chuckled. “But I don’t want a 
hat!” Anna advised Ralphy, “’Your head can get 
in trouble too!  Also if you don’t want to wear 
your hat, go back to your home and don’t play 
in the playground.” So, Ralphy wore his hat and 
played hopscotch happily with the others.  

BY LINDA 
 

Sun Safety Story!! 
 

When Anna and Sam went home, they saw 
their friends playing basketball. Anna and Sam 
went to play basketball with their friends. (They 
wore things that protect their skin.) They told 
their friends to come to the shady places. Sara 
said “Why?” “Because you can burn your skin”, 
answered Anna. Jet asked Sam “How do you 
know about ‘Sun Safety’?” Sam answered Jet’s 
question. “Well, we saw some animals this 
morning and the animals taught us about ‘Sun 
Safety’”.  “Wow!” said everybody. “Can you tell 
us about that story?” Said everybody. “O.K”, 
said Sam and Anna, “first, we saw lizard on the 
step and lizard said to us that our skin is not 
same as his.” “But we have learnt which things 
we can wear on our skin: sunscreen, a T- shirt 
or a hat.”   

   BY WOW 
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Boys 
On Tuesday 20th January we started of the term with 
our first U15 boys’ basketball game against GIS. Both 
teams were even and it came down to the final minute 
to decide who won.  We put on a great performance to 
come from 27-29 behind to win 31-29. 

James 

Girls 
On 20th of January, Tuesday, the U15 girls went to GIS 
to play the first basketball match of the second term. 
Already in the first 5 seconds of the game the St An-
drews team scored one basket. Our team did extremely 
well during the whole game; everyone got a chance to 
play and all did their best. We ended up winning with a 
score of 28-2. 

Maria and Felicia 
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Year 9 and the GCSE Physical Education students went on a 
camping and hiking trip to Khao Yai.  The students went along to 
experience one of Thailand‘s greatest National Parks and hope-
fully learn some skills of survival.  The students had an opportu-
nity to visit some beautiful waterfalls as well as see many varie-
ties of flora and fauna including two types of deer, crocodile, 
jackal, porcupine, hornbill, gibbons and the common macau 
monkey.  Unfortunately our camp site was riddled with the 
macau who ravaged our tents whilst we were away hiking. 
 
Many of our students became very self sufficient and proved to 
be extremely good cooks and able to prepare themselves com-
fortably for the 5 degree night temperature.  Luckily, we were 
able to have a small fire to keep warm and we were entertained 
by Jack and his terrific dancing routine.  Make sure you keep a 
watch out for him in the upcoming talent show.  Our students 
hiked for a total of 25 kilometres over the two days and it was 
completed in good spirits with some singing and laughter.  Un-
fortunately, this didn’t really help our guide who was trying his 
best to find us some more animals.  Jeanette was very entertain-
ing as she completed an amazing gymnastics routine whilst 
walking across a log to get over a small creek.  She hung on for 
awhile until she relented and finished her dismount into the wa-
ter and mud! 
 
This camp was the first of its kind for St Andrews and it definitely 
will not be the last.  It was a great to see our students take on 
the responsibility of looking after each other, which included pre-
paring food, setting a tent or preparing themselves physically 
and mentally for the challenges which come from camping and 
hiking.  A big well done to everyone! 
 
I would like to thank Khun Seesa-ang and Andy Popp for helping 
with the leading and general organization of the camp.  Without 
them this camp could not have been organized and also a thank 
you to Khun Nadda who helped with the arrangements as well. 

 
Brett Stone 
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What is reading? 
 
A simple definition is – making meaning from print. 
 
Many people believe that by learning the sounds of 
English and working out what they say, children are 
reading. Not so – they are decoding! To make matters 
worse, English does not have consistent sound/letter 
combinations, so relying on sounds confuses rather 
than solves. 
 
To be able to read you must bring what you know about 
life and the world to the text, have an understanding of 
the letter/sound connection and you must understand 
the tricky structure of English. I once watched a young 
Teacher read a book about penguins to a group of chil-
dren. She did not show them the pictures and then ex-
pected them to answer questions about the bird. These 
children lived in the desert in Western Australia. Most of 
them had never seen the sea let alone know anything 
about this word. It was a word to them as they had noth-
ing to use as a clue. A child asked to see the pictures 
and you could see the class connect at their own level – 
even if they had not seen one of these birds before they 
knew something about birds and like all 7 year olds, 
made up a whole pile of stuff about them to share! 
 
Children first learn to read by using the pictures. As 
teachers we choose books that have connection be-
tween text and picture, so children have clues to help. 
They in turn feel good and are successful. They already 
know that their eyes are a reliable source of information 
as they have been helping them out for the whole of 
their life! As they grow, pictures become less important 
but I know when I am stuck I will look at the picture or 
resort to sounds. Sometimes, however, neither of these 

help as I have no idea what the author is writing about! I 
would probably be able to decode a medical text – but 
because I have no idea about medicine, I would not 
understand what it is about. This is why meaning is so 
important. Please make sure that you talk to your chil-
dren about life, the television programs they watch, the 
activities they do and importantly the books they read. 
Talk makes print make sense at times.…and to read, 
children must be able to make meaning… 
 

Primary Reminders…  
 
Supervision of children after school 
There have been a number of issues regarding children 
who are waiting for Parents after they have been re-
leased from the Classroom Teachers care. We have 
seen school property damaged and children playing in 
unsafe and unsupervised areas.  
 
Parents are asked to: 
 

1. Supervise their children at play 
2. Supervise children as they walk through the 

car park 
3. Advise their Nannies and Drivers that we do 

not have duty of care once they have taken 
the child and that they are responsible for the 
child’s well-being 

Dates 
Monday 2 nd February  
3G – Musical showcase – please join us! 
Tuesday 3 rd February  
3F - Musical Showcase – please join us! 

Karen Crooke, Head of Primary 
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It’s fantastic that so many Secondary students wish to 
bring their laptops into school and use them as an inte-
gral part of their learning, just as they do at home.  
 
Obviously laptops are very valuable and fragile and we 
ask that students ALWAYS lock their laptops in their 
lockers when they are not being used. Laptops may 
only be used during lesson times for academic pur-
poses with the express permission of the teacher con-
cerned. Students are responsible for all their posses-
sions and this includes laptops. School cannot be held 
responsible for any damage or loss of student’s laptops, 
so please think carefully about how they will be secured 
and talk to your children about this issue. 
 
Please can you also ensure that the student’s laptops 
have adequate virus protection that is updated fre-
quently. 
 

Neil Wrightson 
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On Thursday 22nd January the U13 Girls and Boys 
Football teams played Regents. The girls were out-
standing, where they showed great team spirit as al-
ways, determination and great skill which resulted in a 4
-1 victory. Mook was a terrier in midfield, running her 
heart out for the full 40 minutes. Nina scored her first 
goal for the school. Yok showed her natural talent and 
gift for this sport, scoring two classic goals, with one 
being a superbly executed free kick.  Rebecca also 
scored a great individual goal. I would also like to give a 
special mention to Erica who played her first ever match 
in goal, where she made some very crucial saves. 
 
The boys were unlucky to lose 2-1, as they all gave a 
determined and hard working performance. Jelmer 
scored our goal. I would like to give special thanks to Mr 
Lewis for taking the boys for me, Khun Smile and Mr 
Frost for refereeing and every player for their attitude 
and work ethic. Well done! 

Jason Holloway 
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On Wednesday 21st January, all of our Reception Parents were invited to their child’s “Leaning Journey ”. The chil-
dren took their mums and dads to several workstations, showing them with pride what they have been learning about 
“Mini Beasts”. Thank you all for celebrating your child’s learning. 
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Year 8 are studying the novel ‘Hatchet’ in which a teenage boy is deserted in the Wilderness. In order to empathize 
with the protagonist, Brian, the students took part in a ‘Survival’ task, which involved making ‘tools’ that would enable 
them to catch fish or birds in order to survive. Here is what the students have to say about the experience… 

Miss Brown  

‘In our Year 8 English class with Miss Brown, 
we have been reading a novel by Gary 
Paulsen called ‘Hatchet’… about this boy 
called Brian who is lost in the Canadian Wil-
derness on his own. Brian must find a way to 
survive. This is where we Year 8’s take over! 
 
What we did 
We had to pretend to be Brian. We had only 
a craft knife which we used as a ‘hatchet’, 
the only tool that Brian had with him. We 
used wood and vines, anything we could find 
in nature to make tools for ‘hunting’, things 
such as a bow and arrow, a spear, nets and 
a fishing rod.  
‘Hatchet Hunting’ 
After making our ‘tools’, we went in groups to 
the pond … after many tries we realised that 
the only way to catch the fish was with fish-
ing nets. We all did a great job, even though 
we did not succeed with the fishing. ..But 
from all the things we made together, we 
made a great team. 
What I learned 
I learnt that not everything in the world is 
easy to do, it takes time. We can never say 
that things are easy to do until we actually do 
it. We must be a team; we must help each 
other ...We must support each other and not 
give up on things...Working alone is not the 
best solution...We did not do as well as 
Brian. He was alone, we were all together. 
The book tells us that living alone is not as 
comfortable as being with others... 
 
Thank you Ms. Brown for a great and fun 
day ... It was really challenging and it gave 
us new experiences to learn more about na-
ture. ‘ 

Daniel Ahearn 

‘It was fun because we tried to be 
in Brian’s character, tried to un-
derstand him, empathize with 
him. We thought it was easy to 
be there alone, but now we know 
it isn’t so easy … We learnt lots 
of new things from this activity, 
we sympathized with Brian’s 
character, knew how hard it was 
and how hard he tried. We under-
stood it.’ 

Earth 

‘Miss Brown wanted us to feel the 
situation Brian’s in, empathize 
with his life. Know how hard it is 
to survive out there all alone in 
the woods, having to build his 
own shelter and find his own 
food. 
 
From this activity I learned that 
things in the book are not as 
easy as they sound.    In the 
book, it’s a simple step-by-step 
story which makes it sound easy.  
When you see someone run the 
800 meters, it doesn’t look so 
hard does it? But when you run it 
yourself, its hell on earth!  Catch-
ing fish isn’t just making a spear 
and spearing fish, or finding 
wood,  fetching it into a bow and 
starting to shoot away like it’s 
written in the book.  It takes time, 
concentration and patience.  In 
Life, you have to work hard to 
achieve what you want.’  

Tee 

‘We learned that nothing is as 
easy as it looks or as it is written 
on paper. It takes a lot power and 
strength to do things. We also 
learned that you really need 
brains and need to be positive.                           
But most of all don’t ever give up 
and use the surroundings that 
are around you, you never know 
maybe they will be useful in the 
near future.’ 

Freddy 

‘We did this task to know the difference between just reading and actually ex-
periencing the real life of Brian. It was much harder than we expected. Making 
the tools was very exciting and fun. We developed a bow and arrow which was 
really successful to look at, but when we tested it, it did not turn out the way we 
expected. We also developed a fishing rod but unfortunately the fish didn’t like 
the banana bait. It was really difficult catching animals using our own tools. It 
didn’t work as easily as we thought.   
 
We learned that when reading the text it sounds easy but nothing was that easy 
when we actually tried it. We also learned that when we were trying to catch a 
fish patience was really important and not to panic. Most of all we learned that 
we must always use our brains and to think before we act.’ 

Saki 


