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Message from the Head of School

Do we have the place name right?

Many new parents who arrive at school are often confused by the fact we call our-
selves St Andrews School, Rayong. Many more potential parents don't even con-
sider us, as they believe Rayong to be over 40km away from where they will be liv-
ing. So, should we consider changing our place name? Recently a number of people
have suggested to me that we should be known as St Andrews School, Green Val-
ley or St Andrews School, Eastern Seaboard. | would be interested to hear any com-
ments or suggestions from you. Please feel free to email rayong@standrews-
schools.com with your comments.

Changes to the Thai Bytes newsletter

During term three this year we are going to trial some changes to our regular com-
munication with the school community. For the past five years Thai Bytes has been
a fortnightly communication, celebrating all of the wonderful activities and events our
school community are involved with, as well as keeping people up to date with rele-
vant information and up and coming events.

In a growing school with lots of events and activities we now require more and more
communication to different audiences. So we are looking for ways to target this infor-
mation more efficiently. Therefore, from next term we are going to trial Thai Bytes
becoming a monthly publication, focusing on celebrating events and activities
throughout the school. The more regular information will be covered by introducing
two new communications ‘Primary Focus’ and ‘Secondary Focus’. Each of these will
be sent out fortnightly and at times more regularly. If you don’t have children in both
Primary and Secondary, and wish to receive all the newsletters then please just let
us know and we will add you to the mailing list.

I would also like to remind everybody that past issues of Thai Bytes and many letters
sent home to parents are always available on our website, under the Primary and
Secondary links.

Parent Workshops

This week we will start the first in our series of parent workshops. We want parents
who are interested to gain a greater knowledge about what we do. The first work-
shop will be targeted at Primary parents and will be conducted twice on Wednesday
31st March. The afternoon session will also have Thai translation.

Over the coming months we will run many more of these sessions. We would be
very interested to hear directly from parents which topics they would like to see cov-
ered in these sessions.

Special dates

Students leaving us

As we finish the term and move into the
third term every International school sees

29 March Y3-6 Music Performance at .
2.30pm a number of students moving on. We ask
. . . any parent who knows their child will be
31 Mar Primary Information Session leaving the school, to let the school know
Curriculum, Planning and . L . .
Assessment” in writing. This will then help the school
2.40-3.20pm start the process of preparing leaving
6.30-7.00pm documents etc.
2 Apr Songkran celebrations
End of term 2 It also allows the school to work out how
oA S of o 3 many children we can accept. Recently,
pr artotterm we have been receiving a high number of
enquiries both from people new to the
3-5 May School Closed area and other international schools on
the Eastern Seaboard.
27-28 May Half term
Andy Harrison, Head of School

aharrison@standrews-schools.com




The International Award for Young People, also know as the
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, is designed to challenge individu-
als. It presents a balanced, non-competitive programme of
voluntary activities which encourages personal discovery and
growth, self-reliance, perseverance, responsibility to them-
selves and service to their community. The Award is run in
126 countries and has presently 750,000 young people par-
ticipating each year. St Andrews has just been granted an
Independent Operators License in order to run and administer
the scheme.

The Award is a four-section programme with three levels -
Bronze (for those aged 14 and over), Silver (for those aged
15 and over) and Gold (for those aged 16 and over). We will
be initially be focusing on introducing the Bronze level to year
9 students.

The sections involve:

Service (helping people in the community over a 3 month
period)

Skills (covering almost any hobby, skill or interest for at
least a 3 month period)

Physical Recreation (sport, dance and fitness, again for
a minimum of 3 months)

Expeditions (training for, planning and completing a self-
sufficient journey on foot or horseback, by boat or cycle)

Residential Project (Gold Award only) (a purposeful enter-
prise with people not previously known to the participant)

It would usually take a participant between 6-12 months to
complete a Bronze Award and longer for the other awards.
For participants, the main reward from taking part in the
scheme is a great sense of personal achievement. They will
gain new skills and experiences including developing self-
confidence and self-reliance; gaining a sense of achievement
and a sense of responsibility; discovering new skills, interests
and talents and developing leadership skills and abilities.
They can also discover exciting opportunities; make new
friends; experience teamwork, problem-solving and decision-
making; increase their motivation; enhance their self-esteem
and develop their communication skills. They will also, of
course, have fun! More tangibly they will receive a prestigious
badge and certificate to mark their achievement. The Award
is widely recognised by employers and people involved in
education.

The Year 9 trip to Khao Yai National Park earlier this month
acted as an introduction to the award and particularly training
for the expedition section. More trips are being planned for the
future

Further information can be found online at www.intaward.org
or www.dofe.org or please feel free to contact Ben Wiggins
or Tony Mallia at school.

On March 2"-5", Year 9 students visited Khao Yai
for an educational trip. We were told to prepare our
own food and other supplies. We slept in tents and
the weather in the night was really cold so we
needed our sleeping bags. During the 2" and 3"
day in Khao Yai, we hiked in the forest approxi-
mately 10km per day. The forest ground was very
steep but everyone managed to finish walking
faster than expected. We had to use maps and
compasses to find our own way.

We also went on a night safari, and took lots of pic-
tures and had a good time seeing animals in the
wild. On the third day walk we were next to a river
which had a crocodile in it. Suddenly a wild ele-
phant came down onto the trail scaring some of us.
We could not pass the elephant so had to go back
the way we had come.

On behalf of the Year 9 class | would like to thank
Mr. Wiggins for organizing such a wonderful trip
and also thanks to Mr. Mallia, Mr. Holloway and
Shane for supervising and supporting this trip.

Daniel Ahearn Year 9 (Journalism Activity)




Year 1 trip to Viharnra Sien

As part of Chinese New Year celebrations, Year 1 visited the Chinese temple Viharnra Sien. We enjoyed looking at
the different Chinese artifacts and statues. We pretended to be Kung Fu warriors by mimicking some of the statues!
It was a great trip!
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St Andrews Songkran 2010

During the last week of term, we will celebrate the
Songkran Festivals. We will arrange an information
board and also a table of Buddha images. Every-
one is welcome to pour the fragrance water onto
the Buddha image. We believe that it will bring
good luck to your life. On the 2™ April students,
teachers and staff will wear the Songkran attire
(colourful T-shirt) and also play with water in the
afternoon. Songkran T-shirts will be available on
sale by Khun Nit at the school during that week.
Have a fun time!!

The Thai Departments

Requests for Swimming Lessons

Please apply sunscreen before school on swim-
ming days. Sunscreen needs to be applied at least
20 minutes before swimming for it to be effective
and avoid being washed straight off. Please apply
the suncream before the children come to school -
it will be effective all day. Sunsuits also provide
fantastic sun protection.

Goggles are great, but only when they fiit. Check
the seals - if there are any gaps you can be fairly
confident water will get in. Goggles do not need to
be excessively tight. The strap should go around
the middle of your child’s head, behind the ears,
not down near where the head meets the neck.




Year 2 and 3 Sleep Over

During the busy two weeks leading up
to February half-term Yr 2 and Year 3
had a camp out and sleep over in
school. On the night of Thursday 4™
February, while the rest of the school &
slept in the comfort of their own homes,
the children, and staff, of Yrs 2 and 3
slept at school. It was a fantastic oppor-
tunity for the children to spend a night
away from their families and spend time
with their friends. For many children it
was their first night away from home
and it was a wonderful chance to en-
courage their independence. They
proved to be real Risk-Takers.

The children went swimming, played
games, danced at the disco and looked
w at the stars round the bonfire. They ate
© dinner and breakfast in school, then
played on the playground in their pyja-
mas. It was a great sight to see. The
"1 children had a terrific time and took ad-
vantage of the chance that was given to
~ | them.

The sleep over at school paves the way
for trips away during Years 4, 5 and 6. It
is a great confidence builder and more
importantly the children had great fun.
The staff wish to thank everyone who
gave up their time to support the event,
and especially to those that slept over
with the children. They helped to make it
a very memorable evening.




Valentines Prom

On Friday the 12" of February, 2010, over 100 St. Andrews In-
ternational School students attended the St. Andrews’s Secon-
dary Valentine’s Prom. This year, the Student Council had or-
ganized this event in the city centre of Pattaya: the Montien Ho-
tel. Included in the ticket were admission, unlimited buffet food,
soft drinks and all the right factors for a wonderful night.

At around 7pm, a steady flow of formally dressed St. Andrews
Students arrived at the greeting chamber of the event hall. To
some extent, it was impossible to recognize some students as
they were so exclusively dressed, yet it was extremely interest-
ing to observe the effort of all students to look their best for their
one, special night. All boys were dressed in dark or white suits
with collared shirts, ties, polished dress shoes and impeccably
groomed hair. The girls were dressed in one of the largest varie-
ties of evening dresses | had ever seen, adorned with high-heels
and perfect make-up. It had been rumored that some students
had prepared their outfit several weeks in advance only for this
one night.

The night consisted of a buffet dinner followed by speeches from
the student council and then dancing. There was a mixture of
Techno, RnB and HipHop music. Dancing was intense and there
were numerous occasions of so-called “dance battles”. One of
the most memorable one of these was the joint act of Mr. Frost
and Mr. Emery. Also remarkable were Boris’s (year 7) Michael
Jackson impression and the Year 8's break-dance perform-
ances.

A special congratulations should go to Boris and Paula (both in
Year 7), who were voted to be the Prom King and Prom Queen
of St. Andrews for 2010.

In conclusion, | would just like to reiterate my thanks to all teach-
ers, all staff from Montien Hotel, all student council members
and all students that attended. Being devoid of any one of these
groups, the event would not have been possible.

Benjamin Huber (Year 11),
on behalf of the St. Andrews Student Council.



U13 FOBISSEA trip to Vietnam

Twenty one St. Andrews students o
travelled to Ho Chi Minh City to partici- & 5%
pate against 7 other International /LU <
Schools in the U13 FOBISSEA At |
Games. Our students played for the ﬁ :
pride of St. Andrews, showing deter- %7 ‘M
mination and teamwork and were °
great ambassadors for the school. We

posted amazing team and individual results but most
importantly all our athletes displayed sportsmanship,
made loads of friends from other Internationals Schools
in South East Asia, and were the best disco dancers.
Congratulations to all our athletes, everyone at St. An-
drews are very proud of you all.

All our athletes would like to send a special thanks to
Khun Tukta and the Parents Sports Committee for or-
ganising and donating our very smart looking sporting
and travel kit. Also thanks to Khun Visa for sponsoring
our students swimming caps.

Results
The boys football team were the gold medal champions

and the girls football team came second after a hard
fought gold medal game in a penalty shoot out. In the
athletics and swimming the teams did fantastically well
and came 3" overall. In the boys basketball they were
the gold medal champions, and the girls played hard,
had fun and won their first game of the year. Well done!

Mr LaMantia
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U13 FOBISSEA trip to Vietham Cont'd
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