
 

 

Message from the Head of School 
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www.standrews-schools.com  
www.standrewsrayong.com 

Teachers for next 2010/2011  
 
I’m very pleased to announce that we have now completed our recruitment drive 
and we have appointed all the teachers that we need for the next academic year 
starting in August 2010. I’m very excited about the teachers that we have been able 
to attract to the school and look forward to introducing them to you in future issues 
of Thai Bytes. 
 
Parent Teacher Conference and Reports  
 
I would like to remind all parents of the ‘Parent Teacher Conferences’ on Tuesday 
16th March. We strongly encourage all parents to attend these very important meet-
ings. There will be no school for our students on that day.  
 
Success at the Bangkok Year 4 invitational football  competition.  
 
Congratulations to our Year 4 (with some Year 3 students) football teams who com-
peted in Bangkok this weekend. Playing against some of Bangkok’s largest schools: 
Bangkok Patana School, Harrow and Shrewsbury—our teams played very well. Our 
boy’s team with a mix of Year 3 and Year 4 boys, played hard and got stronger in 
each game they played. Our Year 4 girls with the help of a couple of Year 3 boys 
proved to be very strong, winning four games and losing only to Patana. They man-
aged to finish second and won silver medals. 
 
Our next major sporting event will be our Under 13 team travelling to the FOBISSEA 
games in Vietnam. We wish all involved the best of luck! 

 
Book week and visiting author  
 
Book week is always an important part of the school’s calendar. This year there will 
be extra excitement because we have a visiting author, Nic Toczek. Nic will run 

workshops during the week for our stu-
dents but has also very kindly agreed to 
hold a workshop for parents (17th March 
7.00pm). Please see details further on in 
Thai Bytes to how you can get involved 
and attend this workshop. 
 
Other events this term  
 
As usual we have a busy end of term 
program which will include a Music per-
formance from the year 3-6 students, a 
production from the Radical Theatrical 
group and Songkran activities on the last 
day of term. 

 
Andy Harrison, Head of School 

aharrison@standrews-schools.com 
 

11-15 Mar U13 FOBISSEA games in 
Vietnam 

16 Mar Parent Teacher Conference 
Day—no school for children 

15-19 Mar Book Week 

29 March Y3-6 Music Performance at 
2.30pm 

2 Apr Songkran celebrations 
End of term 2 

19 Apr Start of term 3 

17 Mar Author Visit Day 

 

Special dates  

Good luck to our U13 FOBISSEA team Book Week  15-19 March 
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A Donation from Year 2 

As part of our Village Study Unit in Year 2 we have 
been visiting the local village of Ban Chark Mark. The 
people in the village have been very accommodating, 
answering the children’s questions, letting them visit 
their temples and looking at the different features of life 
in the village. We also visited the village school. To say 
thank you, the children and staff in Year 2 have col-
lected stationery items to be used in the school. We 
know we are very lucky at St. Andrews and we wanted 
to make a donation to show our appreciation. Thank 
you to all those parents that helped with to buy the 
items and a special mention should go to Khun B.C for 
arranging the weekly visits for us. 

Julie Howard 

In PSHE with Mr Langston, we have been studying Edward De Bono’s 
Six Thinking Hats. This is a method designed to help us with our think-
ing, by removing common obstacles. Normally, when we focus on a par-
ticular subject, we think about many different aspects at the same time 
which could then leap off into something else which is utterly irrelevant. 
 
The Six Hats strategy uses parallel thinking. Think of the Six Hats as 
guidelines we have to follow – each hat is a different colour, and each 
colour represents the direction from which we have to approach the sub-
ject. For example, the Black Hat is Caution – this means that we have to 
think about the problems or difficulties of the proposal at hand, or the 
possible consequences would be of an action. This thinking method 
helps us to focus on ONE point of view, making it easier to concentrate 
and produce greater and faster results. It also removes the ego from our 
discussions – everybody is talking about the same aspect, so the discus-
sion is about issues,  not personalities! 
 
In Year 9 we have made the Six Hats into a Key Ring, which we use for 
our locker keys and take with us to every lesson. This is very useful, be-
cause the hats can be used in any subject and of course, in everyday 
life. Also, in Year 9 we have made games based on the idea of the Six 
Hats, to reinforce the concept of each hat, and of course, to have fun!  
 

Tee, Yr 9 PSHE 
 

Visit http://www.debonothinkingsystems.com/tools/6hats.htm for a simple 
introduction  

The Six Hats Thinking Method of Edward De Bono 
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Supporting Dek Dee 

Over the past couple of month the secondary classes 
have been sponsoring children from the Dek Dee early 
learning centre, which is located in Ban Chang. In Feb-
ruary the Year 11’s went down to the Dek Dee centre to 
present a gift and a cake to our sponsored child, as it 
was his birthday. We arrived at the centre at 11:30am 
only to find that our sponsored child Guy was away sick. 
The staff at Dek Dee were great and after a few phone 
calls arranged that he would come in so that we could 
present him his gift. Steven who had arranged the pur-
chase of the  gift and cake was a little disappointed as 
he thought he might get to take the gift home and play 
with it himself whilst taking a break from his study pro-
gram.  
 
While we were waiting for Guy to arrive we had some 
fun playing with the other children at the centre. We 
also noticed that some of the kids had not yet been 
sponsored. We hope for this to change soon as it en-
ables the staff to get more resources and things that 
every school could use and the students enjoy. When 
our sponsored child, "Guy", arrived we were finally able 
to present his gift, on which we had a voted on earlier 
as a class (between a bicycle and a remote control car) 
he seemed really pleased with the remote controlled car 
and we hope he has fun with it, however we didn’t open 
the cake with the other children around to make sure 
Guy got his fair share of the cake when he got better. 
We hope he enjoyed his gift and we hope that other 
classes will follow our lead in celebrating special events 
of their sponsored child. 
                                             Year 11 

�

The Camillian Social Centre, Rayong  
 

MARCH/APRIL  

COLLECTION  
Toothbrushes and 

toothpaste 
 

Please hand to form tutors , classroom teachers, the 
front lobby  of school or to Mr Langston.  

 

Congratulation to the students who have successfully 
auditioned and been selected to learn the new alto and 
tenor recorders. Interested Y4 students auditioned this 
week. They had to complete a music theory test, per-
form the descant recorder and read music independ-
ently.   
 
Congratulations to Twan Meulenbeld, Andy McMurray 
and Dew Promchareon pictured with their alto recorders 
and to Puck Arensman, Jasmina Barron, Mattia Giub-
asso and Hannah Parker pictured with their tenor re-
corders. We look forward to hearing them play in the 
end of term Music Concert��

����������	
�  

Y4 Advanced Recorders 

It is getting HOT, 
HOT HOT! Please 
make sure that your 
children have hats, 
sunscreen and  
water bottles. 
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Book Week 15th-19th March 

Our annual book week is fast approaching! During the 
week we will have various activities to encourage the 
students to enjoy reading and books including old fa-
vourites like ‘I read to the head’, ‘caught read handed’, a 
book character dress-up day and regular story time ses-
sions.  As in previous years we have arranged for a 
number of book vendors to bring a selection of their 
stock in for students, parents and staff to buy.  This year 
we already have confirmed bookings with Scholastic 
books and Books@53 and we are working on arrange-
ments with other vendors too. 
 
This is always an exciting and enjoyable time for the 
children, however, this year we thought we would like to 
extend the fun to adults as well.  

 
Visiting us for part of the week is 
Nick Toczek, an author, puppeteer 
and performance poet from Eng-
land. He will be working with some 
of the children in poetry writing 
workshops on the 17th March, 
however, he has also agreed to 
give an evening show at 7pm. 
 
 

The charge for this event will be 200 baht for adults, 
100 baht for children and a family ticket may be pur-
chased for 500 baht (2 adults and 2 children). Tickets 
can be purchased from the school office, but are limited 
so be sure to get yours early. 
 
Refreshments will be available at the evening event as 
will a selection of Nick’s books. 
 
All funds raised will go to offset the expense of attract-
ing a quality author such as Nick to our school. We 
hope that this event is successful so that many more 
can be arranged in the future.  

 

We look forward to seeing you on the17th March . 

Radical Theatricals 

The newly formed Radical Theatricals Primary Drama 
Club proudly presents their new t-shirts.  The club has 
blossomed over the past two years and now boasts a 
membership of over 30 students!  Bravo, Radical Theat-
ricals!! 

Our U13 FOBISSEA Team is travelling to Ho Chi Minh 
City Vietnam on March 11th to compete against 7 other 
International Schools in South East Asia.  The St. An-
drews School Community would like to wish them Good 
Luck. 
 
Tuesday Basketball Results 
Girls Regents 34 v St. Andrews 14  
Boys St. Andrews 30 v Regents 8 
Both teams have shown a huge improvement over the 
past several weeks of training. All our Athletes played 
with passion for the game and pride for our school. An 
excellent effort! 

Good Luck to our U13  
FOBISSEA team 
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A Primary Review of Sports Day 

On Wednesday the 10th February the Primary School had their sports day. As a result the Primary children had an 
amazing day and they all did very well. These are their island community results. 1st Samet, 2nd Sumui, 3rd Phuket, 4th 
Chang These are the sports events primary had during the day. Long jump, high jump, 60meters, 100 meters, 200 
meters, 800 meters (optional) and long throws/cricket throws, push pass/shot putt. 
 
Here are some of the comments made by the people  that actually took part: 
 

“Sports day was very hot, but the events are very fun and I enjoyed tennis ball throwing most!” Jordan Y5 
“I think push pass was the hardest. But I enjoyed long jump because it’s like flying.” Miles Y5 

 
Callb Y3, Jordan Y3, Mike Y4, Jhon Y4, Gun Y4, Seajin Y4, and Oino Y5 made a spectacular effort and earned a 
good amount of points for their island communities. Well done guys! Thank you to all the P.E staff, for making the 
event possible, and big thanks to Jeff LaMantia! Special big thanks  to all the parents who took part and helped out! 

A Secondary Review of Sports Day 

On the 11th February St. Andrews Secondary School had their sports day.  There were many different sporting 
events we all had to participate and join into. Teachers were at the events and took scores. Events included: Triple 
Jump, Long Jump, Javelin, Discus, Shot Put, 100m, 200m, High Jump and Relays.There was also the 800m which 
was optional. If you ran it or walked you would get extra house points. We started at 8:40 and finished at 2:40 ready 
for our last lesson. Parents were there to watch and support their children. Everyone had a fantastic time and the 
atmosphere was electric.   
 
Once all the scores were collected the results were: Phuket in 4th place, Samui in 3rd, Samet in 2nd and Chang in 1st 
place!  
 
Well done to everyone that was there on the day and tried their hardest!  Thank-you very much to all the parents that 
supported us, the teachers that gave up their time enabling us to enjoy this event and to the PE department for orga-
nizing the whole day. 
 

Written by Sophie (Y8) and Jasmine (Y8) Journalism activity 
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Sports Day Nursery—Year 2 



 

 

Secondary Model United Nations Trip to Qatar 

In January, 2010, a team of 5 students and one teacher 
met in the St. Andrews’s car park and ventured through 
the darkness in a minibus to Suvarnabhumi Interna-
tional Airport to board a flight to Doha, Qatar. The fifth 
annual Model United Nations conference, hosted by the 
Georgetown University, School of Foreign Service 
Qatar, was to commence later that day.  
 
Some of us, like myself, Vanessa Henderson (Year 11) 
and Jasmine Rose (Year 10), have had previous experi-
ences of going to Qatar for the MUN conference. Oth-
ers, like Marshall Robbins (Year 11) and James Popp 
(Year 11), were new to this experience and had no ex-
pectations of what they will have to confront there. Mr. 
Wrightson, Head of Secondary, was our supervising 
chaperone. 
 
After approximately 6 hours, our plane was descending 
and we could see the Persian Gulf and what appeared 
to be desert. The Marriot Doha, our 5-star residence for 
the next few days. We then got ready for the Opening 
Ceremonies. It was astonishing how dressing formally 
immediately made one more mature. The Fayrouz Ball-
room was steadily being filled by over 350 students and 
their chaperons, from 68 different countries and 40 dif-
ferent countries. We were welcomed by a series of dif-
ferent Georgetown students and lecturers. Then the 350 
students in the ballroom recited the Model United Na-
tions Honour Pledge in unison followed with a speech 
made by  Hady Amr, Director of Brookings Doha Cen-
tre.  After the motivating keynote speech, the Gavel to 
Order struck and denoted our dismissal – our confer-
ence began at that very moment. 
 
Each delegate was assigned a country they would rep-
resent in a committee. I was Yugoslavia and New Zea-
land (at different times) in the UN Historical Security 
Council. Other countries and committees our school 
had were: Mauritius in the African Union, Morocco in the 
Arab League, Netherlands in NATO and Nigeria in the 
WHO. Each delegate was also assigned two to three 
topics which were to be discussed in the 15 hours of 
committee sessions; my topics were: the Cuban Missile 
Crisis and the Rwandan Genocide. My committee was 
unique as historical scenarios were relived and better 
solutions were to be made. In all other committees, cur-
rent world issues such as the H1N1 flu and the Afghani-
stan/Pakistan Border were to be discussed. Some com-
mittees were made up of over 60 members; others, 
such as mine, were as small as 15 members. 
   
In the weeks before the event each of us ‘delegates’ 
had to research as much as possible about our pre-
scribed country: History, Relations, Demographics, In-
dustry, and Foreign Policy etc. Then the delegate was 
to get background information on the topic, the commit-
tee and other countries: history, major events, past trea-
ties, global perspectives, relations etc. All this informa-
tion was then to be applied during the conference. We 
all had to write a position paper, delineating the coun-
try’s perspective on the topic.  

Once all speakers finished, the committee would vote to 
move into moderated or unmoderated caucus on a spe-
cific topic to express and exchange perspectives. Mod-
erated caucus is a specific debate on a sub-topic which 
was “moderated” by the Chair – only one delegate could 
speak at a time. Unmoderated caucus was when dele-
gates could freely move around the conference room to 
talk to any other delegate with whom they wanted to 
discuss the topic. For each topic, 5 to 7 hours would be 
spent debating, drafting resolutions, introducing resolu-
tions, introducing and voting on amendments. Occa-
sionally, the Chair would inform us of simulated events 
regarding the topic being discussed, so as to make the 
debate more relevant and interesting. 
 
After our first committee session it was the end of a very 
long day; we all went to our rooms and slept soundly. 
The next morning we woke up at 6:30am with a mild 
case of jetlag and hours of committee sessions ahead 
of us. We debated until 12pm which was our lunch time. 
At this point, I had befriended everyone in my commit-
tee and we all enjoyed our lunches together. At 4pm we 
were relieved of our delegating duty and all 350 dele-
gates boarded buses to venture to Education City. This 
is a large campus of six American university branches 
combined, with more under construction. Currently, 
these universities exist: Carnegie Mellon University; 
Georgetown University of Foreign Service; Northwest-
ern University; Texas A&M University; Virginia Com-
monwealth University and Weill Cornell Medical Col-
lege. At Education City, delegates could attend different 
lectures, apply for universities and enjoy the Buffet. 
 
The next day’s pattern was very similar to that of the 
day before, but in the evening there was Cultural Night. 
Each school set up their own stall to represent their 
school’s country. Souvenirs and similar mementos such 
as key rings, postcards and brochures were given out. 
There were also samples of free food from all over the 
world – I never knew that Kazakh chocolate was that 
nice. Performances included traditional recital of songs, 
poems and dances. 
 
I woke up on the last day with the knowledge that this 
day would be a long one. At the end of the final session, 
we were debriefed and congratulated by the members 
of staff and each delegate. All 350 delegates convened 
for the last time for the Diplomat’s Lunch. It was the 
best meal of the trip. Awards were given out and the 
fifth annual conference was adjourned indefinitely. Then 
it was off to the airport and I can say that our team was 
saddened by how MUN was over so soon. The five of 
us all made new friends from all over the world during 
our time in Doha. We learned intercultural lessons from 
first-hand experience, tasted new dishes and heard new 
languages. Additionally, our debates at the conference 
have vastly increased our knowledge of global affairs 
and how inefficient it can be debating these problems in 
reality. We would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Mr. Wrightson for all the hard work he has done to or-
ganize this event for us. 

Benjamin Huber, on behalf of the SAIS MUN team 
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