Message from the Head of School

Welcome back to term 2 - our students are already hard at work with their academic
studies and have been involved in many additional activities. | would like to extend a
www.standrews-schools.com warm welcome to the new students and their families, who also joined the school at
www.standrewsrayong.com the start of this term. | am sure you will soon feel part of our school and the commu-
nity.

For international schools the world over, this term marks the beginning of the recruit-
ment season, where we look for teachers to join the school for the next academic
year, starting in August. St Andrews will again be very lucky this year because, as in
previous years, we will see a low level of teacher turn-over. We have already made
a flying start with our recruitment and have appointed three new teachers. One is
somebody known to many of our Primary students and parents - Dave Hyde is re-
turning after a year away.

One of the most important appointments the school has to make for next year is the
appointment of a new Head of Primary. Last week we interviewed three candidates.
They were put through a rigorous and demanding interview process. All agreed that
the most frightening part was the Student Council interview panel! The candidates
came from the UK and Kathmandu and were joined by Simon McCloskey, who is
already teaching in Year 4 at St Andrews. | am very excited to announce that we
have now appointed Simon McCloskey as our new Head of Primary. This isn't a new
position for Simon, as he has been a Head of School twice previously in other inter-
national schools before joining St Andrews. Simon will be writing very soon to all
parents to introduce himself.

As | write this edition of Thai Bytes, | am in the air, on my way to London to find the
final couple of teachers to join us next year. | am, at the same time, attending the
first ‘Cognita International Heads’ meeting. At this meeting, we are discussing some
very exciting new initiatives that will enhance our school and provide greater oppor-
tunities for our students; these include a student and teacher exchange program
with England, Spain, Singapore and possibly other countries.

For our Year 11 students, this term marks the build up to their IGCSE examinations
in May and June. Over the last two weeks these students have completed mock ex-
aminations to prepare themselves for the real examinations in term 3. The results
from these examinations have been very encouraging but our students still have a
great deal of work to do to ensure they get the grades they deserve. | am sure you
will all join me in wishing these students luck at this very important time.

It was great to see that last weekend our Saturday morning football program started
up again. After a trial period with an outside coach, it has been decided that this ac-
tivity is best run by our very own parents. They are now looking for more people to
join in the fun (both students and parents). Later on this term, we will also start our
cricket activity - we are laying an artificial wicket on our sports field. Any parents in-

terested or willing to help with the idea of

a social cricket club at weekends should
Special dates contact the PE department.

28 Feb— 1Mar | Secondary MUN Trip to Qatar With an exciting curriculum, more Drama
productions, Music events, Sports days,
10 Feb Primary Sports Day Swim galas and FOBISSEA Games
events just around the corner, this is
going to be another busy term. Please

11 Feb Secondary Sports Day .
support your children where you can and
enjoy the experience.
15-19 Feb Half Term—school closed
Andy Harrison, Head of School
11-15 Mar U13 FOBISSEA games in aharrison@standrews-schools.com
Vietnam
15-19 Mar Book Week

2Apr End of term 2




Year 11 and 12 students help in a local slum

On December 1% a group of 23 Year 11 and 12 students vis-
ited a local slum on the outskirts of Pattaya. Students had
| been invited by ministry workers, who spend a lot of time in
- these areas, to set up stalls of fun activities. The aim of the
.| trip was to provide some fun for the local children. On arriving,
St. Andrews students learned about the work of the ministries
and what the conditions of the areas were like. After this a
range of activities were provided by our students. Activities
included face painting, decorating and eating cakes (Mr.Frost
was especially good at this), dart throwing and football along
with many others.

Watching the local children, after a nervous start, grow in con-
fidence and have so much fun was great to see and it was
due to the fantastic way our students encouraged them. As
we left, all the local children came to wave good bye and the
laughter that was heard was evidence enough that the trip
had been very successful!!

Mr Emery

The Dek Dee Ear|y Learning The Camillian Social Centre, Rayong

Centre, Banchang JANUARY/

GARAGE SALE FEBRUARY
COLLECTION

Coming Soon...

Do you have unwanted clothing, books,
toys, bric-a-brac?
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If so, please donate it to Dek Dee. Send it in to

' ' L LLEY e
school and we will arrange to have it transported t an d Soap

the Centre.

Please hand tform tutors, classroom teachersthe

Date and time to be announced...watch this spack. front lobby of school or tMr Langston.

Collection at front of school and

through class teachers. Thank you.



In December the Primary Drama Department
presented its spectacular and original Christ-

mas play directed by Christopher Parsons . LRS-
(with  musical direction by Amanda e H
McCloskey). This sometimes funny, some- i
times poignant plot centered around a 10 rl\
r 1 P}

year old boy who believes in the magic of
Christmas despite his father’s callous attitude
towards the holiday. The magic of the per-

~' formance culminated in the awakening of the

- father’s emotions — the point at which he be-

came able to deal with the loss of his wife
and the selflessness and neediness of his f
son’s love. Thirty eight students stepped into g
the spotlight to make this a magical and un-
forgettable holiday production that high-
lighted the importance of family and friends
and the magic of Christmas! Mr Parsons

Primary Drama Presents “The Christmas Miracle”




Year 6 and 7 trip to Chiang Rai

The Chiang Rai trip was a blast! We stayed at a resort
that had a pool, club, rock climbing, archery and a confi-
dence course which had a rail you swing on a rope to
hang on and monkey bars to climb on to get to the other
side. The activities were all such fun!!! We had 3 groups
group AB and C and we had a 2km hike up hill which was
going on forever, a rafting time in the Mae Kong river,
rock climbing, robin hood, alien game and so much
more!!! The food was also great! We had a buffet for each
meal. The 4 days and 3 night trip was the best trip
I have been on | wish | could go again!!!

Pang Y6
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| liked archery a lot because | got it in the yellow bit

and our team won when we were doing the challenge.

| also liked the confidence course but | didn't like the

monkey bars though because it was hurting my fin-
This trip to Chiang Rai is a fabulous trip. We learnt how to gers. | loved the food and the orange juice.
build a raft from bamboos, ropes and tubes and we actu-

ally tried it too.
Atis Y6

The hiking is hard. But | like mountains. In middle of the
mountain, there was a school. There were about 12 chil-
dren. They look so poor, but they look happy as well.

Sophie Y7

IT WAS THE BEST SCHOOL TRIP EVER!!
Chamaiphon Y6

| especially enjoyed archery because we had to pop
the balloons and | popped it. | also liked the confi-
dence course a lot but | didn't get to the end. Jungle
survival also was a lot of fun because we cooked food
with a campfire and we got to build a house out of
bamboo.

Yana Y6



Year 6 and 7 trip to Chiang Rai Cont'd

Some of the activities looked really hard and | didn’t
want to do them but when | had | felt so proud of myself.
| also liked the fact that we got to be with the year 7s
and | made loads of new friends and hung out with peo-
ple I never thought | would.

Olivia Y6

Rafting was really wet
because we popped the tyre!
Bjorn Y7

My favorite activity of the trip was raft building. Because
it was fun to learn some knots, and building a raft! The
thing also made it fun was ‘we won the race’!

Woomin Y6

My favourite activity is the confident course. But | think
the entire active is fun. The food was very good, the
garden is very beautiful. | was quite tired when we did
hike. The view at the temple was beautiful, and | can
see the resort that we stay from the temple.

Bam Y6

The trip was awesome! My favorite partsof the trip was
when we made rafts and rode them also when we did a
confidence course when we had to cross obstacles and
if we failed one of the obstacles we fell into dirty water
filled with tadpoles. It felt really cool when we rode in a
truck to a lake. | also liked how we had free time and we
could do sport like football and basketball or we could
hang out and buy things. We did archery and rock
climbing, both were really fun, on archery | got a bulls
eye and | almost popped the balloon | had to shoot. In
the end | hated leaving because | had so much fun.
Declan Y6

We did a lot of different activities were we had to use
teamwork. We also learned to know each other better
and to support each other. They also learned us how to
tie new knots and make new things. We also know now
how to survive in the jungle because they thought us in

a creative way.
Freddy Y6



Surgery with year 9

As part of Teaching Year 9 the history of surgery, | gave them a lesson where | pretended to be a surgeon in the
1800s. Back then there was no anaesthetic, no antiseptic and no guaranteed way of stopping blood loss. | performed
four mock operations exactly as they were carried out in the 1800s. | amputated Mook’s leg with a saw, giving her gin
to numb the pain and having her held down by four house surgeons. After cutting her leg off | cauterized it with a red
hot poker!

| had to cut out part of Jason’s tongue as he had a cancerous growth. This operation was actually carried out in a
church and the congregation sung at the top of their voices to deafen his screams. After cutting off his tongue, | cau-
terized it with a red hot poker!

I had to remove a bullet from Maureen’s arm. The thing they got wrong back then was they removed it from the same
way it went in, this resulted in shrapnel being left in the arm, which would result in blood poisoning. You should re-
move it by pulling it all the way through so it comes out the other end.

Laila was seen as being insane, basically because she was different. In those days in Europe if you appeared differ-
ent or were a threat to authority they would lock you up in a mental institution or, as | did with Laila, perform a lobot-
omy. | had a boxer punch her, to knock her out.

Hopefully 9H will not forget this lesson and realize the pain many people went through back then and how surgery
has advanced so quickly since the discovery that germs caused disease in 1861, by Louis Pasteur!




